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Small Quiz(1)

Is there any legal system to protect and 

remediate contaminated soil and 

groundwater for urban area in Japan?
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Answer (1)

Yes

Soil Contamination Countermeasures Law (Law 
No. 53 of 2002) (two years later than Taiwan)

This Law aims at protection of the public health 
by conducting the soil contamination 
countermeasures, whereby specifying the soil 
contamination conditions by Specific Harmful 
Substances, establishing measures to prevent 
human health hazard by the contamination, and 
others 
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Small Quiz(2)

How many contaminants are regulated in 

the Soil Contamination Countermeasures 

Law?
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Answer (2)   25 Contaminants

Substance Target level of soil quality examined through leaching test and content test

cadmium 0.01 mg/l in sample solution

cyanide not detectable in sample solution

organic phosphorus not detectable in sample solution

lead 0.01 mg/l or less in sample solution

chromium (VI) 0.05 mg/l or less in sample solution

arsenic 0.01 mg/l or less in sample solution

total mercury 0.0005 mg/l or less in sample solution (alkyl mercury not detectable in sample solution)

PCBs not detectable in sample solution

Fluoride 0.8 mg/l or less in sample solution

Boron 1.0 mg/l or less in sample solution

dichloromethane 0.02 mg/l or less in sample solution

carbon tetrachloride 0.002 mg/l or less in sample solution

1,2-dichloroethane 0.004 mg/l or less in sample solution

1,1-dichloroethylene 0.02 mg/l or less in sample solution

cis-1,2-dichloroethylene 0.04 mg/l or less in sample solution

1,1,1-trichloroethane 1 mg/l or less in sample solution

1,1,2-trichloroethane 0.006 mg/l or less in sample solution

trichloroethylene 0.03 mg/l or less in sample solution

tetrachloroethylene 0.01 mg/l or less in sample solution

1,3-dichloropropene 0.002 mg/l or less in sample solution

thiram 0.006 mg/l or less in sample solution

simazine 0.003 mg/l or less in sample solution

thiobencarb 0.02 mg/l or less in sample solution

benzene 0.01 mg/l or less in sample solution

selenium 0.01 mg/l or less in sample solution 


